- ERGLE ACADEMY OF BEAUMONT
FAX COVER SHEET

209 North 11* Street - Beaumont, TX. 77702 - Phone: (409) 835-4303 - Fax. (409) 835.2882

Executive Staff DATE: 2"/ ?:/0 7 4
Alan Wimberly
Superintendent T[ME.

chﬁig::::i:t%%tm TO: Cl‘ é /’ é

Mr. Robert Davison ; v‘da
FROM: £ T/l

Director / Principal [

~ Cnief Opersting Officer
Virginia People FAX: S12- 97‘-3@7

NUMBER OF PAGES: INCLUDING
COVER

COMMENTS:




Danny Prewitt
Eagle Academy of Beaurmnont
11" Grade

What Eagle Academy has meant to me

My first day attending Eagle Academy a week ago, to be honest, I was amazed
how the teachers and staff treated the students. The students were treated with
sincerity and kindness, at the same time everyone was kept in order.

Today, I came into this school with problems on my mind , within 30 minutes 3
teachers came to me and asked me if I was alright and If I needed anything , 1
feel at home in this school. When 1 fall, I get picked up; when I need help I get
it

All I have to say about this school is it's by far the best and most reliable school 1
have ever been a part of. :
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Dwayne Randle
Ea%}c Academy of Beaumont
10

What Eagle Academy Has Meant to Me

This school is better for me because it is a smaller environment than the other schools and
it also offers scholarships and early graduation. There us one more thing, the teaching is
excellent and the teachers are patient and not here for the money. That is one of the many
reasons why I like this school.

€. g

Dwayﬁé ﬁ_an;lle -
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Hannah Baker
E?hgle Academy of Beaurnont
9

What Eagle Academy Has Meant to Me

Eagle Charter of Beaumont Texas has helped me in many ways. At this School there are
less kids, that means we get more one on one help. At public schools you don’t
necessarily get that opportunity during school hours. I also don’t have to try and keep up
with classroom lessons. I can do however much work my brain can handle at one time. I
don’t think [ did as well in public schools as [ do at here at Eagle. I've learned more than
I ever have and I can actually concentrate on my work because there aren’t many
distractions,

Wonvieds Deacas

Hannah Baker
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Shalene Netterville
Egigle Academy of Beaumont
9

What Bagle Academy Has Meant to Me

My name is Shalene Netterville, for the past two years I have been home schooled and
before that I was in public school. In public school I felt as if the teachers truly hated me
and wanted me to faik I was also constantly being made fun of, so my daddy placed me
in home school. It wap okay at first , no uniforms and a lot of down time , but there was
no communication at all and [ wasn’t learning anything. I got sick of it. Finally after two
years of home schooling I had the choice of a real school and I chose Eagle Academy of
Beaumont. The teachers are my friends and they help and protect me. I get to leam so
much and I get to have communication, which is helpful. I love this school and I believe
it is a true blessing to be in this school. I'm so glad that I’ve had the opportunity to attend
such a terrific school.

Halone Rocholly o

Shalene Netterville



Allen M. Boyce
Eaﬁlc Academy of Beaumont
9

What Eagle Academy Has Meant to Me

Eagle Academy is a great charter school, The reason why is because Eagle Academy has
helped me a lot while I have been here. When I was in regular school I wasn’t doing very
well because I was struggling with grades and a whole lot of other things, but at the start
of this year at Eagle I have been a lot better and that is from the help from our teachers
and our Principle. But that is why a charter school is important to me

Al B,
Allen M. Bovce



Gerald Mays
Eag&e Academy of Beaumont
1

What Eagle Academy Has Meant to Me

Eagle is a great place to go to school. I look forward to going to school each and every
day. I find it much easier to get my work done at Eagle then at any other school I have
been to. The teachers here are nice and give you one on one time. If you have a problem
they will show you how to solve it until you fully understand how to do it. I don’t have to
keep up with homework from seven or eight classes like you would at public school. At
Eagle I can work at my own pace. That way I can make sure I understand what I'm
doing , and when I have to do it again I'll know how to do it. Eagle 1s a great place to go
to school and [ love it.

Gerald Mays



Ashley Gallegos
Ea%e Academy of Beaumonit
12

What Eagle Academy Has Meant to Me

Bagle Academy means so much to me. Since I have been here, 1 have received so much
inspiration. Charter schools are very important for the children of the future. You get
more one-on-one help than any public schools can offer. Charter schools are very
beneficial for the younger children because they will show them the right way real early.

Ashley Gallegos

(ki e



Ericka Carriveau
Bagtlle Academy of Beawnont
12°

What Eagle Academy Has Meant to Me

Eagle Academy has meant a lot to me over the past three years that I have been here.
have been given the opportunity to have one-on-one teaching that has helped my grades
to drastically improve. I also able to work at my own pace and do not feel rushed to
complete my work. One of my favorite things about Eagle is how small the school is and
how close everyone is. We have group discussions about “real life”, where people can
open up and give advice or share experiences. This has been helpful to me many times
and I know that I have given advice that has been helpful to someone else. The teachers
that we have here at Eagle Academy are passionate about their work and it shows. I just
wish every student could experience the positive environment at Eagle Academy. It has

chgn g%d life forever., -

Encka Carriveau



Angelo Jason
Eag&c Academy of Beaumont
1

What Eagle Academy Has Meant to Me

Hello!

My name is Angelo Jason and hey, what can I say? I'm still here. I used to skip school,
Eagle Academy has meant a preat deal to me. The school allows me te leam at my own
pace and doesn’t interfere with my work schedule. I will be the first of five in my family
to graduate, so this will be a great accomplishment. While my mother and step-dad are
sick and unable 10 work, they look to me to take care of the bills. This is a lot of weight
and responsibility on my shoulders. [ sometimes want to give up but the siaff here
pushes and encourages me to keep going. I don’t miss much school and my grades have
improved a lot. [ am glad to be a part of this school.

Angelo Jason



Josh Poullard
Ea%!e Academy of Beaumont
11

What Eagle Academy Has Meant to Me

The very first day I walked through the doors of Eagle Academy, 1 saw the students at
their desk either at work or testing, I knew by the look from these hard workers this
would be the school for me. The reason why I came to Eagle was to eam credits, graduate
early and enlist in the Marines. [ want to receive scholarships from the school to
continue my education for a better life and many successful career opportunities. [ have
received much help from my friends and some of the best teachers in Beaumont. [ have
learned that I can reach any goal I choose to become a successful person. I enjoy the
structure of the school and taking tests daily. My goal is to become a Marine. I am
getting the help I need and the ability to work at my own pace is very exciting. I don’t
feel rushed as I did at my forrer school. The environment is very friendly and hardly
any classroom disruptions take place. Eagle Academy gives me the help, education and
credits to be successful. I personally believe that without Eagle Academy, there would be
no me.

Joshua Poullard
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Feb 13, 2007
Dear Mr, Craddick,

Upon my arrival at Eagle Academy ~ Midland, 1 have found the year very interesting
and a great benefit to my future. 1 armrived here as a senior, lacking only one credit,
and only needing the minimum of 22 credits to graduate. Mrs. Jasso, who is the
Principal, greatly influcnced me to reach beyond my limits and aim for 24 credits.

I believe that Eagle Academy is a major change in my life. It has encouraged me to
achieve all my goals in life. 1t’s almost as if I have replaced my own wrongful tracks
on a railroad, and aimed them towards a successful future.

Completing and with great closure to this letter | have written you here today,

Eagle Academy- Midland has reversed the life I was headed towards, and influenced
me to become a more thankful person for myself and my surroundings. A good
friend of mine once told me, *“ A great education is the key to your own future.”
This is why 1 am thankfu) for you as leaders to allow Eagle Academies to exist.

Sincerely,
Selena Gaitan
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Dear Mr. Craddick,

I am nearing my graduation at Eagle Academy of Midland. Eagle Academy is a

self-paced Charter school. I want to thank you for supporting charter schools.
After coming to Eagle, my grades and my attitude about school improved a lot.

Had it not been for Eagle, I might not have graduated. The teachers here really
care for the students, always taking extra time to help us when we need it. 1
would like to ask you to continue supporting charter schools. Thousands of
students in Texas depend on charter schools to graduate. I think that
competition is good for all schools. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Lindsey Watson
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Dear Mr, Craddick,

Thank you so much for supporting public charter schools such as Eagle Academy
in Midland, Texas. I have been attending Eagle now for about three months and
I have found it very beneficial. I have done more work in these three short
months, than I did when I attended my usual public school. I have also found
the teachers to be very helpful and nice as well. It was very easy to learn the
way the school works and in my opinion, is a lot more fun. I am the kind of
person that does not like to be held back by other students and here at Eagle, I
was able to move as fast or slow as I wanted to.

I also appreciated Eagle’s four-hour day setup because I have a daughter and
can't be away from her all day. As for my “job”, I am an Identity Theft Specialist
with Pre-Paid Legal Services, Inc., and I work from home. Therefore [ am able
to work the hours I want in the morning, go to my afternoon classes and have
the rest of the day to my family and myself. Once again, I would like to thank
you for supporting public charter schools, and than you for taking the time to
read my letter,

Sincerely,

Tyler W. Kuzmich
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February 14, 2007

The Honorable Tom Craddick
Speaker of the House Texas Representative

Dear Honorable Craddick,

My name is Candice Garcia. I am a senior at Eagle Academy Charter School in
Midland, Texas. We are fully aware of you being one of the original proponents
for the “charter school” concept in Texas, of which I am grateful.

Eagle Academy is a wonderful school. I came here to complete my credits for
graduation, and for encouragement. The faculty here is very versatile, beginning
with the principal, and willing to see us make the grade and leave Eagle as good
citizens.

Students are taught here to be competent and able to have the ability to survive
in this academic age. All the skills are life skills preparing us for outside of school
knowledge; therefore, as we study and learn here, many will go on to higher
educational levels. We are getting a good foundation at Eagle Academy.

Believe me, sir, Eagle Academy is a worthwhile school. Eagle is contributing to
building and restoring that will prove to be beneficial to society. True, not all will
go forward, but those of us who do, are well worth the time, energy, hard work
and effort put forth. We, as students, are thankful for the one-to-one instruction
and the pace that Eagle Academy makes available to us. This is my main reason
for coming to Eagle Academy Charter School.

Very truly yours,

Candice Garcia
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2626 Roosevelt July 13, 2006
Midland Texas

Dear Scholarship Committee,

My name is Jessica Jasso and have decided upon attending Midland College this
fall semester. It is my great pleasurc o have been introduced to various wonderful
people at the college, at the time of my registration. In accordance Lo that, T was given
this great opportunity o apply for this particular scholarship. 1 previously attended Lagle
Academy high School which Is where I reccived my diploma. While I attended Eagle
Academy, 1 did encounter an extraordinary circumstance the last (wo years of my high
school education. Since T was able ro get ahead with my academic studies, the principal
there asked me if T could help in teaching the Special Education population in regards
io their academic needs. T did not leel qualificd to help them, but took on the task and
achicved great results,  As the years went byc, 1 was able o look back al the great
achievemenlt that these students had made in.their academic studies and realized my
greai potential. Since the need is so great in the ficld of Special Lducation, there 1s greal
joy and fulfillment in having been a part of this extraordinary experience.

1 have a great desire in attaining a degree from Midland college and am very
grateful to have many different types ol monctary opportunities to reach my goals.

Thank you for this scholarship opportunity and hope that I am one of the selected few.

Yours Truly,

Jessica Jasso
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To Honorary Senators

Statements follow that were given by Leroy Terrio and John Coffey, two of the board
members for Charter School, Jean Massieu Academy of Garland, Texas.

1.

JMA — Charter School provides instruction in ASL (American Sign Language) ,
and an ASL environment, to fulfill the requirements of the students’
Individualized Education Plan (IEP).

The rating criteria for IMA does not take into account the percentage of Special
Education students.

Alternative achievement tests and appropriate standards of measurement should
be used for the students of IMA who hold a “Special Education” status.

Tests should be normed for the Special Education Students. In compliance with
the students’ TEP tests normed for Deaf / HH and Special Education students must
be used to track the progress of such students. Specialized schools, such as IMA,
cannot use a “one-size fits all” measurement tool, such as the TAKS for the entire
student body. In cases where there are no standardized normed tests for a
particular disability, criterion referenced tests must be used to track the progress
of such a group. it

Exemption Status: The Texas School for the Deaf is exempt from using the
TAKS, however JMA dees not have the exemption for their Deaf & Multi-HC
Deaf students from taking the TAKS.

Therefore, IMA's board of directors have felt that JMA may have been harmed by

having to give the test to also all Deaf & Multi-handicapped Deaf students the TAKS
tests so it resulted in having JMA earning the "Not Acceptable" rating. JMA has
tried to beat the odds by having the students make as big leap as possible, even if they
had mostly transferred just within a year ago from local underachieving public
schools.

JMA's board of directors pray that a unique charter school like JMA be considered
while the Senate votes on the bill that may promptly kill this school, even though
JMA provided better education for the Deaf & Multi-handicapped Deaf than the
public schools had, where the Deaf were mainstreamed with the normal students.



To Honorary Senators

Statements follow that were given by Allan Bubeck, Jr., a board member for Charter
School, Jean Massieu Academy of Garland, Texas.

Please support Jean Massieu Academy , a charter school for the Deaf in
Arlington, Texas founded in 1999

It is a known fact that the Deaf are visual people and American Sign Language
(ASL) is an important part of their lives

At Jean Massieu Academy (JMA), the students are instructed in ASL with
reading and writing in English so JMA is essentially a billingual school

Only 25 percent of human speech are visible on lips As one who had oral
education, it was rough on me and misunderstandings were common  ASL is like a
beacon in Deaf communication

It is common knowledge some Deaf students can pass TAKS; some others
would need the alternative SDAA and those who take life-skills training would need to
be exempt JMA has all those students and all are to be educated to the best of their
ability

Also we need to coordinate the whole Deaf Education program
under the leadership of Texas School for the Deaf in Austin --some states have this
arrangement



February 20, 2007

Good Morning Senator Shapiro and members of the Senate Education Committee.
My name is Dr. David Lee and [ am the principal of the Eagle Academy of Fort Worth.
When I came to Eagle Academy four years ago, I was like most people. I did not know
very much about charter schools and I did not understand some of their unique needs.
Although I had sixteen years of experience in public education as a teacher and principal,
that did not prepare me for a school in which 93% of the students were At-Risk of
dropping out of high school.

Grace Atherton is one of the students I met on the first day of school, my first
year at Eagle. Grace got on the city bus at 6:00 in the morning to be at school at 8:00.
She rode the city bus two hours each way bec;lse our school had something she could
not find at her local high school. You see Grace came to our school because she did not
feel like she belonged at her previous school. She had skipped school so much that she
had very few credits and was considering dropping out of school. Grace’s parents did not
graduate high school and actively tried to get her to drop out. They would punish her by
not letting her go to school. When it came time for Grace to graduate, two years later,
she did not want to participate in the graduation ceremony because she did not feel like
her clothes were nice enough. One of our teachers decided to buy her a dress for
graduation. Another teacher paid to have her hair cut and styled. Still another teacher
helped Grace fill out her federal financial aid application and enrollment application to
get into college. Grace did walk the stage to accept her high school diploma and did
enroll in college the next semester. She comes back to the school periodically and lets us
know how her life is going. I am very proud of Grace and the many students who choose
to come to our school. Each of our students has their own story to tell about why they

chose to come to our school.



If Senate Bill 4 were in place two years ago, | would not be able to tell you about
Grace Atherton and her success story. | would not be able to tell you this because we did
not have a 25% passing rate on the Math TAKS test.

In the past few years, there have been a select group of charter schools who have
received the label of being a “good charter school.” One of these schools is the North
Hills School in Irving, Texas. I have been in that school and it is a wonderful school. As
I walked through the halls of the North Hills School and learned about the International
Baccalaureate curriculum that is taught in the school, I have to admit I was envious. As |
stood in the guest room that overlooked the indoor equestrian arena, [ wished that my
school had facilities like that.

But my students do not belong to the eq{.l:estrian club. They are generally not
concerned about which prestigious college they will attend. My students are generally
concerned about if they are going to finish high school, how many hours do they need to
work to help support the family income or who is going to baby-sit their baby while they
are in school.

I feel that Senate Bill 4, in its present form, does not address the unique needs of
schools that have a high population of students who are At Risk of dropping out of high
school. I do look forward to working with you to find a way to support the diverse needs
of all charter schools.

Respectfully,
David Lee, PhD

Principal
Eagle Academy of Fort Worth
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If Senate Bill 4 were in place two years ago, I would not be able to tell you about
Grace Atherton and her success story. [ would not be able to tell you this because we did
not have a 25% passing rate on the Math TAKS test.
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Hills School in Irving, Texas. I have been in that school and it is a wonderful school. As
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stood in the guest room that overlooked the indoor equestrian arena, 1 wished that my
school had facilities like that.
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David Lee, PhD

Principal
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February 15, 2007

Senator Florence Shapiro,

If it were not for Eagle Academy of Del Rio [ would
probably be homeless by now. My family had almost given up on
me before they accepted me here. I had dropped out of the high
school earlier. I waited all summer to find a school I could go to. I
was even homeless for a week last summer because [ left home to
go to my uncles’ house in Albuquerque, N.M. | never made it, so |
headed back home. Now, I am almost done with school because
they are patient with me. My parents are proud. And [ am happy
with my progress. All I need is a few more math packets and Math
Taks.

Thank you
Adrian Quintela



WLl ADF LUDT

o rea— -

LO. £% S e L

2/16/2007

Senator Shapiro,

Eagle Academies of Texas gave me a second chance. If I
wasn’t here, right now I would have to be working, cooking
brisket and ribs. I need a job to pay for the things I have, but I
hate cooking. I don’t want to cook for the rest of my life. At first I
thought because I am young and can fix cars I wouldn’t need
high school. I could get a job doing what I like to do. I was
wrong. I couldn’t find a job in my field. 1 got tired of, work so I
came back to school, thanks to Mr. Soleto. He helped me come
back to school and now I know that after I finish high school I
will go to college or Auto tech school.

Thank you,
Ricardo Ramos, Jr
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February15, 2007

Senator Florence Shapiro,

Eagle Academy of Del Rio has helped me in
many ways. It’s so hard to explain. It has helped
me to earn credits and be around teachers that
explain things to us individually. It also gave me
a lot of opportunities when | was pregnant. Now
that | have my baby, | know | can give her a
better life. If Eagle Academy hadn’t been there
for me, | know | wouldn’t be half the person | am
now. | would probably be a high school drop-out.
| wouldn’t be able to spend time with my
daughter because | would have to work a full-
time job. | thank Eagle Academy for making me a
better person and that’s why | try to do my best
at everything | do. | try to be the best person |
can be.

Thank You,
Leonela Dominguez
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February 15, 2007
Dear Senator Shapiro,

If it weren’t for Eagle Academy, | would be at Del Rio High School graduating
with the class of 2008. Here, at Eagle Academy, I will be graduating before May. 1 tried
50 hard to catch up at the high school but they weren't trying to help me. The counselors
would tell me that there was nothing | could do to graduate with my class of 2007. They
actually told me that I had no other choice, but [ did. I had attended Eagle Academy
before and had recovered almost 8 credits in a 4-month period. So 1 returned in late
November. All have left are 8 packs to graduate in May. Eagle Academy gave me the
chance that no other school would give me. If it weren’t for Eagle Academy | probably
would have dropped out by now. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Denisse Overland
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February 15, 2007

Senator Florence Shapiro,

Eagle Academy of Del Rio has changed my life for the
better. When it was impossible for me to attend the public school,
Eagle Academy helped make it possible for me to succeed. At
Eagle Academy, I have learned subjects with more ease than at the
public school. With the help of one-to-one tutoring I have been
able to comprehend the subjects more quickly. Hopefully I will be
graduating this year, and soon applying for college. Since coming
to Eagle Academy, my plans have changed and so has my point of
view. When | thought all was lost and the only way out was me
getting my G.E.D., Eagle Academy gave me, as well as others, a
second opportunity at an education. It has made me realize that
sometimes it is better to attend a small school rather than a large
school where students don’t receive the special help they need.

Sincerely,
Isai Prieto
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February 15, 2007

Senator Florence Shapiro,

Attending Eagle Academy has affected my life in several ways. This
charter school didn’t just allow me to graduate, but also provided a stepping-
stone in my pursuit of happiness in life. All my life I have wanted to be
involved in the medical field. When I withdrew from Del Rio High School I
thought I would never be capable to reach this life long dream. Mr. Sotelo
accepted me as a student in this school, and I am very grateful to have this
second chance in school and in life. Now, my dream is already in sight. I
am studying medical terms so when the time is right I can test out and
become a Pharmaceutical Technician.

[ can honestly say that being a part of this charter school has made me
realize the importance of education and the independence 1 found within
myself that will be needed in my future. Without a second chance 1
wouldn’t be graduating early, learning responsibility, nor would I be the
leader that 1 am today. I will become a Pharmacist and I have Eagle
Academy and the staff to thank for my future success. Thank you for your
time.

Sincerely,

Patricia Rednour
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February 19, 2007
Senator Florence Shapiro

When I was twelve, I started attending Eagle Academy in Del Rio, Texas. My
first day was on August 15,1999. 1 was nervous on my first day. 1 did not Know any
of the teachiers or fiave any friends that attended this school. The principal at that time
was Mr. Buretta. He was a lot of fun. The thing I really fad to get used to was the star
chart tfiat we Kept at our desk. ﬂfma%&lmwﬂiisasacﬁaﬂ'eryam;m@cmﬁe
to like this project. In the sixth grade my teacher was Mrs. Brooks. Having feras a
teacher my first year was great. She really made me feel like I was where I needed to |
be. In the seventh and eighth grades my teacher was Mr. Maldonado. He was a very
cool teacher. In the ninih grade Mr. 'Velhwwg teacher. In the tenifi grade Mrs.
Guerrero became my teacfier; she was ternific. Mr. (}usmﬁz{oed'outatbﬁescﬁm[as
well. He is a great man who took interest in me as well. In eleventh grade my teacher
was Ms. Navejar. She was a very pleasant, easy to talk to teacher. This year, my
teacher is Mrs. Chavarria. She is great! M#nytzacﬁemﬁauﬁz{oe(mgztwu&m
I am now, graduation.

The principal at Fagle Academy now is M. Sotelo. %alssomneuﬁaafmys
finds the good in otfiers. He has made me feel very special, This will be my last year at
Eagle Academy. The one person I cannot leave out is the person that has helped me all
this way. She has Kept me focused on which direction to go. She is a wonderful person,
someone to talk to and someone who 1 know will always be there for me. I think she is
not only excellent, but also fantastic, and that is Ms. Buretta. I Rave made many
friends in the past seven years at Eagle Academy. I know that if I had attended
anotfier school, 1 would not be as fortunate as I am today. In closing this letter 1 must
say thank you to each and every teacher, principal, and friend that fave crossed my
path during the last seven years at Eagle Academy. I looK forward to a wonderful
future thanks to my time at this school. _

Sincerely,

Raul Hernandes
Senior, Eagle Academy of Del Rio
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February 15, 2007
Senator Florence Shapiro.

A new world of life js what I entered when ] enrolled to Eagle Academy. All the
doors were shut on me but at Eagle Academy there was always one open with helping
opportunities. [ had fallen behind and was told that | wouldn’t graduate carly but |
proved them wrong. Here at Eagle Academy. along with everyone’s help and support, [
finished early. They have amazing teachers who care about their students. If I needed
help with a problem, they were there until I lcarned how to solve it. They taught me
material that [ could actually understand through their methods of teaching. Thanks to our
amazing principal, with his care and discipline, I realized not to take education for
granted and 1o strive for the best future.

Sincerely,

Lisa Valdez



February 15, 2007

Senator Florence Shapiro.

Eagle Academy has opened up a lot of opportunities for me. When the high
school had basically given up on me and was not helping me reach my goals for
graduation I came to Eagle Academy. my last hope. Eagle Academy has helped me a lot
with getting my credits. If | just do my goals everyday I will graduate soon. I don’t have a
lot of paks to finish before I am done with all of my work. I also see the way this school
has helped other people. There are a lot of girls my age or younger who had children and
have come back to school because it's a faster way for them to get their diplomas.

Thank you,
Nicole Molini



February 15, 2007

Senator Florence Shapiro,

I am very fucky to have found Eagle Academy in
Del Rjo. They have helped me so much with my
education. I am very happy that Mr. Sotelo approved
of me to attend this school He is the best principal I
have had in school He does so much for this school that
most principals probably wouldn’t do. He is an
amazing person. As for the teachers they are
outstanding. My teacher is the best. She really helps me
in everything. I am very honored to be her student. The
teacher that helped me in my TAKS is Mr. Guajardo.
He helped me pass it after five or six tries at the high
school. I was ready to give up but none of them gave up
on me. If it weren’t for Eagle Academy and the staff 1
would probably be a drop out. I really don’t think I
would have an education for my son. I appreciate
everything that Mr. Sotelo and the teachers do for me
and the other students.

Sincerely,
Adrienne Hernandez
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February 15, 2007

Senator Florence Shapiro,

My name is Vanessa Dominguez and I am
attending Eagle Academy in Del Rio. My only regret in my
high school years was not graduating from Del Rio High
School. I thought my only alternative was to get my G.E.D.,
and move on with my life, but I started thinking and I said
to myself “ I don’t want people thinking I'm a good for
nothing drop-out,” so I decided to try Eagle Academy. This
school was my key to success. It helped me realize that I
wasn’t a quitter. I am a winner! Now, I'm happy to say that
I'm a high school graduate!

Thank You,
Vanessa Dominguez
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February 15, 2007
Senator Florence Shapiro,

[ want to let you know how Eagle Academy has helped me accomplish many
goals. I am grateful for this school because without it [ do not know where I would be. |
will not try to sound like an innocent person because I'm not; or let me rephrase, that |
was bad before but now I’'m a whole new person. [ always thought that people couldn’t
change, but I was wrong. I was able to change into someone who cares about making
something out of herself. I am thankful for this opportunity that Mr. Sotelo has given me.
He believed that I could actually make it and he gave me a chance. At the regular school
no one would have actually believed that I, Julizma Aguilera, could graduate or be
someone in life. | know that I can do it. I'm trying my best to do what 1 can to graduate
soon. This school has helped me in many ways. One way the school has helped me is that
I’ve been able to earn twenty credits. I even managed to make some new friends while
[’m here in school. [ want to give a big “thank you” to all of those people who have
helped me get through school. One person that [ would have to thank the most and
congratulate him for his great job at doing what he does best, is the principal at Eagle
Academy. Mr. Sotelo. Thank you for believing in me and giving me an opportunity to
start over. :

Sincerely yours,
Julizma Aguilera



February 15, 2007

Senator Florence Shapiro,

This is my first year attending Eagle Academy in Del Rio, Texas. We
never really took the time to get information about the school until this past
summer. My parents visited the school and talked to Mr. Sotelo, our principal,
and they really liked the way he was running the school. He explained all the
rules and the necessary discipline you need at Eagle Academy. This school has
done many things to help me. | now realize how important and close [ am to
graduating. When | first got here | had 14.5 credits and now | have 18. In a few
days, hopefully, | will have 18.5. | also need my Taks tests but | know that | can
pass those because [ think that | am very well prepared thanks to the teachers
we have here in our school. I'm not trying lo put the High School down, but |
believe that the high school is meant for some students, not all. | personally feel
better in a smalier environment. It helps me concentrate better and focus on
what's really suppose to be getting done when you attend school, which is
schoolwork. In the high school you have so much freedom that you can skip out
all 3 lunch periods and nobody would even notice. If you didn’t want to go to a
class you would just go and stay in the restroom for that class period. It was as
simple as that. Here in our school, we have certain times to go to the restroom.
We have breaks at certain times, also. Something that took me a little while to
get used to was the lunchtime. In the high school we would get 1 hour of lunch
and here we have 20 minutes, which if you think about it, is perfectly
understandable because that's enough time for you to eat your lunch. I'm very
glad that | had the opportunity to come to Eagle Academy. | now see graduating
and getting my diploma really close to coming true. | would like to work in U.S
Customs. | think that would be an interesting job. I'm pretty sure that all of us
here in the school agree on one thing, Eagle Academy is a great place for those
students who really want to graduate and move on with their lives. | want to
thank you very much for taking time out of your busy schedule to read our letters.

Sincerely,

Marcela Vasquez
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Senator Florence Shapiro, Feb.15, 2007

Thanks for keeping Eagle Academy open. This school has helped me a lot. This
school is better than the high school because you receive one-on-one help from the
teachers. They do help when you ask for help. At the high school when you ask for help,
it is hard for the teachers because they have so many students. That’s why so many
students have dropped out. Some students need more help then others and they still don’t
get any help at all. At this school the teachers don't have as many students and they can
help us at anytime. This allows more learning and less people dropping out. With out this
school T would have been like the rest of and dropped out a long time ago. or I would
have been in jail. This school has kept me from going there and 1 would like to say thank

you for your support.

Thanks for everything.
Hector Guerrero

o
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February 15, 2007
Senator Florence Shapiro.

Graduating a year late from high school wasn’t part of my life plan. but neither
was getting married at the age of 17 and having a baby months later. With all the
difficulties [ faced at Del Rio High School, T decided to drop out. I tried restarting school
my senior year. After moving to Wisconsin, I found it difficult to find a good job without
a high school diploma. My husband was in the same position as myself, and we both
restarted school. After three months, we found that the school wasn’t helping us and we
weren’t getting any closer to our diplomas. Once again we dropped out.

We moved back to Del Rio. Tx. on February 2006. Almost by coincidence, we came
across Eagle Academy. We didn’t know what kind of school it was, but we went inside
and explained our situation. That’s where we met Mr. Sotelo, and without hesitation,
enrolled into Eagle Academy. The promise of finishing school and receiving a high
school diploma put us back in school. This was it, the second chance we needed to better
ourselves. No matter how many times | wanted to give up, Mr. Sotelo wouldnt let me. If
only I had at least one teacher at the high school like Mr. Sotelo I wouldn’t be struggling
a year later to receive my high school diploma. The staff at the Del Rio High School was
not interested in helping me, if anything, they had lost all hope in me. Each and every day
the staff at Eagle Academy inspires and encourages me to keep going. Coming to Eagle
Academy was one of the best choices I have ever made.The difference between this
school and all the other schools I attended is that I am accomplishing so much. I'm on my
way to receiving my high school diploma! Being married and having two children makes
it difficult for me to keep coming to school but Eagle Academy has helped me so much,
that I can’t turn back now. No matter how long it takes, [ will be in my seat until the day [
walk out with a high school diploma. I honestly do not know what my life would be like
if Eagle Academy hadn’t given me the second chance | needed. Now | know [ can give
my family a better life.

Sincerely,
Maria Balderas

iAW
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February 15. 2007

Senator Shapiro,

My name is Eduardo Reyes and | attend Eagle Academy of Del Rio. My plans for
life are pretty exciting. ] want to join the National Guard and work in the medical field. |
would like to be an X-ray technician and then, hopefully, move up to cat scans and
MRI’s. Unfortunately, my score on the ASVAB test was not high enough to enter the
medical field. One of the recruiters suggested that I go back to school to refresh my
memory. [ thought it was a good idea aud visited Eagle Academy.

I spoke to Mr. Sotelo and he took me seriously since | had previously received my GED.
Presently, all my subjects have been completed except for Algebra 2. I am on the third
pack and need seven more to graduate. Eagle Academy has really turned my life around.
I have learned many things while being here. My self-confidence has sky rocketed. Since
my arrival, ] have refreshed my memory on old subjects and learned new things.

Sincerely.
_Eduardo Reyes
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February 15, 2007
Dear Senator Shapiro,

My name is Ashley Ibarra and I'm a senior at
Eagle Academy. This school has helped me
accomplish so many things. Without this school I
would probably never get close to getting my
diploma. The staff from Eagle Academy is great. They
have always been pushing me to accomplish my
goals. Right now, they’re helping me study for my
Science Taks Test and also on the two credits I need to
graduate. When finishing, I'm going to be really
grateful because I will be able to take my diploma and
go out and become somebody in this world. Without
this school I would be nothing. And with the help
from this school I will graduate and start my career as
a Border Patrol Agent.

Thank you,
Ashley Ibarra
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February 19, 2007
Representative Pete Gallego,

When I was twelve, I started attending Eagle Academy in Del Rio, Texas. My
first day was on August 15,1999. 1 was nervous on my first day. I did not know any
of the teachers or fiave any friends that attended this school. ‘The principal at that time
was Mr. Buretta. He was a ot of fun. The thing I really had to get used to was the star
chart that we Kept at our desk, After a while 1 saw this as a challenge and really came
to like this project. In the sixth grade my teacher was Mrs. Brooks. Having her as a
teacher my first year was great. She really made me feel like I was where I needed to
be. In the sevenifi and eighith grades my teacher was Mr. Maldonado. He was a very
cool teachier. In the ninth grade Mr. Vela was my teacher. In the tenth grade Mrs.
Guerrero became my teachier; she was terrific. Mr. Guerrero helped out at the school as
well. He is agreat man who took interest in me as well. In eleventf grade my teacher
was Ms. Navejar. She was a very pleasant, easy to talk to teacher. ‘This year, my
teacher is Mrs. Chavarnia. She is great! Mofnymaa&mﬁawﬁz@zdmgctmm
I am now), graduation.

The principal at Eagle Academy now is My. Sotelo. He is someone who always
finds the good in otfiers. He has made me feel very special. This will be my last year at
Eagle Academy. The one person I cannot leave out is thie person that Ras helped me all
this way. S&ﬁas&eptmfocmionuﬁwﬁﬁmmwga She is a wonderful person,
smmwm&mmeMoI@wmﬁafms&MfwmIMsﬁew
not only excellent, but also fantastic, and that is Ms. Buretta. I fiave made many
friends in the past seven years at Eagle Academy. I know that if I had attended
another school, I would not be as fortunate as I am today. In closing this letter I must
say thank you to each and every teacher, principal, and friend that have crossed my

patf during the last seven years at Eagle Academy. 1 look forward to a wonderful
Suture thanks to my time at this school

Sincerely,

Raul Hermandez
Senior, Eagle Academy of Del Rio
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February 15. 2007
Dear Representative Gallego,

A new world of life is what ] entered when [ enrolled to Eagle Academy. All the
doors were shut on me but at Eagle Academy there was always one open with helping
opportunities. 1 had fallen behind and was told that | wouldn’t graduate early but |
proved them wrong. Here at Eagle Academy. along with everyone’s help and support. |
finished early. They have amazing teachers who care about their students. If I needed
help with a problem, they were there until I learned how to solve it. They taught me
material that | could actually understand through their methods of teaching. Thanks to our
amazing principal, with his care and discipline, I realized not to take education for
granted and to strive for the best future.

Sincerely,

Lisa Valdez

£0



February 15, 2007
Senator Florence Shapiro.

Eagle Academy has opened up a lot of opportunities for me. When the high
school had basically given up on me and was not helping me reach my goals for
graduation [ came to Eagle Academy. my last hope. Eagle Academy has helped me a lot
with getting my credits. If [ just do my goals everyday I will graduate soon. I don’t have a
lot of paks to finish before | am done with all of my work. I also see the way this school
has helped other people. There are a lot of gitls my age or younger who had children and
have come back to school because it’s a faster way for them to get their diplomas.

Thank you,
Nicole Molini
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3161 South 23"
Suite 4

Abilene, Texas 79605
February 19, 2007

Dear Senator Shapiro;

Eagle Academy of Abilene means so much to me for various reasons. When I
went to Cooper High School anytime I would ask for help they would tell me to read
pages and pages of the material. This didn’t make sepse since if | couldn’t understand the
material why read it to many students in a classroom meant less time for individual help.

Before | came to Eagle Charter | really didn’t understand math now it’s my
second best subject thanks to the teachers taking time and explaining it to me over and
QVET.

When I took the 10™ grade TAKS hete at Eagle 1 passed all and even got
recommended in the history portion of the test it felt fantastic to pass the TAKS for the
first time.

If there was no Eagle Academies of Abilene I would of dropped out of school two
and half ycars ago no question. Now I will be finally graduating from high school in
around 3 weeks from today. It is very exciting since it was my mom’s dying wish for me
to graduate high school I will be finally be able to do my mother proud.

This wouldn’t have been possible for me to succeed in if Eagle Charter wasn’t
around not to mention the staff that helps you with any of the subjects you may ask.

Sincerely yours,

Adam Torres
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February 19, 2007
Dear Senator Shapiro

Let me take the time to tell you what Eagle Academy means to me. When coming
to Eagle Academy it was really awkward to see everyone in their own cubicles isolated
from their peers. however, it helped me concentratc more on my schoolwork than being
distracted by other people. Eagle Academy has made a major impact with my working
ahilities with school. To be quite honest, it doesn’t take a long time to finish an
assignment especially when you’re trying to graduate. It means a tremendous deal to me,
to come to Eagle Academy. The teachers are very polite and respectful to everyone that
comes through Eagle Academy’s doors. If it weren’t for Eagle Academy I probably
would be struggling in high school right now with schoolwork, not finishing work, or not
turning in assignments on time. The way Eagle Charter prepares us for the TAKS is what
teachers call pull outs from the class to study and learn the importance of the TAKS prep
of Math, English, Science, and Social Studies. Tt also prepares many students to graduate
a new beginning to succccd in Jater years. Thank you for your support of Abilene’s Eagle
Academy.

Respectfully yours,

Desiree N. Dalbert

A
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Dear Senator Shapiro,

When [ started going to Eagle Academy of Abilene I had every intention of going
back to a “normal” public school. I had only started going to Eagle because I had just
moved here to live with my mom, and my brother was attending this school. After being
here for a few weeks, however, 1 decided to stay because I was getting much more work
done here than I was able to accomplish at my previous school. I also felt more
comfortable in the surroundings here. The teachers not only treat you like a student, they
treat you like a friend. They’re tough on you when it comes to your school work but
when you're having problem they re also there to help you through it.

Working at your own pace is something I think every student should be allowed
to do. Here at Eagle they give you that opportunity. You're still given goals that need to
be met, but you have much more freedom over how and when you complete your work.
Some things such as TAKS aren’t your decision but they make it that way so that you can
graduate once you’re finished with all of your courses. TAKS practice is very important
at Eagle. There are set pullout classes for math, science, and English to prepare you. |
personally have already taken and passed the exit level TAKS test at Eagle Academies of
Texas. | know that without the practice tests and helpful lessons I wouldn’t have been
able to pass it as well as I did.

During the years that | have gone to Eagle Academies of Texas [ have had a
couple of unfortunate, lengthy hospital visits, both of which have put me behind in my
school work. I"ve not quite gotten caught up on my work, but I will be graduating on time
thanks to Eagle. 1. of course, have plans to enjoy the swmmer just like any graduate
would, but once the summer is over I plan to attend college. If it weren’t for Eagle
Academies of Texas, and its wonderful staff, I wouldn’t be where I am today.

Sincerely,

e

Lisa Kemp




Dear Senator Shapiro,

Hi, my name is Ashley Willyard. I am writing this letter to explain to you how
Eagle Academy of Abilene has helped me with my academics. Let me start off by saying
that without Eagle Acaderny my life would be upside down. I probably would not be in
school or looking forward to graduation. There are so many teachers here that care about
our studies and want us to succeed. [ have passed all of the exit level TAKS tests and
that is duc to the extra help I received at Eagle. We have pull-outs and study guides, as
well as a guarantee that when we need questions answered we will get that and more.
The guidance and direction we receive is priceless to us because for a Jot of us these are
the only people we can relate to. This school has done so much for so many others, as
well as myself. I have something that no one can ever take and that is an education.

Respectfully yours,

SVVNITUNINE IV ae

Ashley Willyard
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Dear Senator Shapiro,

Eagle Academy of Abilene has done a world of good for me. I actually learned the things
that I nceded to know for the TAKS Test. I was actually confident in what | knew when I
took the TAKS Test at Eagle, unlike before when [ would be lost and unsure on the test
because [ didn’t really learn how to do the work properly in the classroom. What’s more I
believe that Eagle has been good for me because if it didn’t exist I would have been
forced to become a high school drop out by the school that | was attending. My mom and
[ felt that the school didn’t care about what happened to half of the students in it,
including me, Coming to Eagle was the best thing that ever could have happened to me.

Sincerely.

Jora Jordan
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February 19, 2007

Dear Senator Shapiro,

Eagle Academy of Abilene means to me that there is a school that students can go
to if they have problems socializing with others or, like me, work faster and feel like a
traditional classroom setting is holding them back. I have becn to Eagle Academy before

and received more help than I expected; [ returned to this school because 1 felt that at my
other school I didn’t get the help that the teachers here give. The teachers at Eagle
Academy are great; they helped me feel confident about passing the TAKS by watching
my weaknesses and working with me to improve them. I would like to thank you for
having this school program and giving students the opportunity to come to a school like
this one.

Sincerely,

Brittany Langford
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February 19, 2007

Dear Senator Shapiro,

Eagle Academy throughout Abilene is known as an alternative school. Which
everyone makes it sound as if it is a bad school, for bad kids. The reality of it is , this
schoo] isn’t for bad kids its is just another place for education. If there was no Eagle
Academy | know I would either be on 2 roof, jail or doing something I no suppose to. A
lot of friends ask me how come you don’t just comeback to regular school? The reason |
don’t is that in regular school. I will never learn anything because when I was in school 1
would always copy my friends work or cheat. I never cared about school until I came to
came here to Eagle, because here you have to learn otherwise you aren’t going to get
your diploma. Here at Eagle we teach ourselves, we do all the work the only time the
teacher comes to you is when you need help or when you need to grade other than that
your on vour own. | feel that the opportunity that was given to me was a blessing because
no other school wanted to accept me because I had never went to school at my pervious
high school. That is one of the reasons I failed TAKS, was that there were to many
students for one teacher to teach, never any one on one time. If it wasn’t for Mr. Kilton I
don’t think [ would have ever passed my TAKS. He would take me out of class and he
taught me math and science in a week and a half. I was even surprised myself because I
thought to myself, this guy isn’t going to expect me to be able to learn all of that in justa
week and a half. It would take months but I don’t know what he did that helped me learn
it but I passed my exit level. Not only did he help me pass but, all the teachers are just
like him they are very caring about us makes me want to come to school because I don’t
feel pressured as I did in regular school. That is something I have never felt at any other
schoo) except this one.

Sincerely,

David Anderson

-
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Christopher Deleon ' 2/19/07

Dear Senator Shapiro,

For the past thiee years [ had been attending a regular paced school with all of the
high school things you expect cliques and what not. But I never got the point of any of
that [ could have sworn that the reason for school is for an education. And at eagle that’s
all it is about it is all about getting your education and getting out into the real world with
your diploma.

The teachers at my old school were the run of the mill teachers with no zest for
Jife, I take that back there are always a few exceptions and [ had both of them, but I look
back and see that there are more kids than these teachers could ever see within a year. At
eagle every single teacher is like those two exceptions except here it looks like the rule
that holds the school together. The kids help fund the school but the teachers are its
lifeblood.

Lastly I would be in a high school were everything seems a waste of time to
somewhere where that’s entirely untrue because it is at my own pace and goals and I set
pretty high goal I should be done within two weeks and I am loving every bit of this
school.

Pran K you Ree you? ttenh oy
i 5

dw;s;béw'“ Deleo

(418 ]
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Dear Senator Shapiro,

Eagle Academics of Texas has meant a great deal to me because 1 feel that if I didn’t
get the second chance that this school has given me then I would probably be dropped out
of High School and be another statistic for you to frown upon. But as | write this letter
I’m also getting ready to graduate within the next couple of days. That is so amazing to
me because I never thought that I would ever have the chance to speak those words.

- Richard Thomas Huerta
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2-19-2007
Dear Senator Shapiro,

1. Dusty Martin, Would like to share with you how I fel about Eagle Academies
of Texas. If Eagle Academy was not around I know for a fact that most of my friend
wouldn’t have a high school diploma. Once I found out they had graduated in a short
amount of time, | was interested. | never gave it a thought till my father had a few heart
attacks. With each attack I knew he wouldn’t last too much longer. Knowing he wasn’t
going to be around I started to blow off school. But, something happened and he pulled
through and told me that he would leave me till ] could live on my own. Because of his
love I decided to work harder at school. Another problem came around; I was now 3
years behind in school. Cooper was way to long for me to get the credits I needed to
graduate. Then I remembered that a friend of mine went to Eagle aund graduated in a
really short time. So 1 looked into the school and I wanted to give it a try. I made some
good friends and they weren’t all just students. The teachers have helped me with more
than education. I have gained a lot of discipline for the work place and schoolwork. I
have managed to obtain 3 years of schooling in just 1 year here at Eagle. This has meant
more to me than anything. To meet teachers who really care about the students and not
the money. To have a teacher stand next to you until you get the concept is amazing. If I
could find a way to help this school grow I will. It has helped me and can help others just
as well. T know for a fact I will be sending my future children to an Eagle Academy.

g W‘
J
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Dcar Senator Shapiro,

Hello, my name is Randy Cass and I am a Senior at Eagle Charter. [ only need
four more credits till T get my diploma and I can’t wait. If it wasn’t for Eagle Charter [
certainly wouldn’t be do very well in life. 1 dropped out of Wylie High School at the end
of my Junior year because I couldn’t bring myself to do the work. My mom suggested
that [ go to Eagle Charter and the only reason ] agreed in the first place was to get her off
my back. Now that I am here and pearly graduated I have a new perception of myself and
a higher self estecm. Eagle Charter gave me a second chance to get my life in order and |
am very thankful for that chance. '

Sincerely,

e

LN k| =

oW
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Dear Senator Shapiro,

My name is Travis Lane and I am currently attending Eagle Academies of Texas
in Abilene, Texas. I have passed my TAKS test and I am here because I need to graduate.
Eagle Charter has been a blessing in my life because if it weren’t for the opportunity to
finish my high school education 1 would end up working a dead end job for the rest of my
life. ] have made the choice to come back and luckily, they accepted me. I plan on going
to college when I finish here at Eagle Charter and with the help of the excellent staff I
think that it will be a great possibility.

Sincerely

avis Lane
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Dear Senator Shapiro,

My name is Samantha Martinez and started attending Eagle Academy of Abilene
during my junior year because I didn’t like the violence at my previous high school. At
Eagle Academy I don’t have to worry about students fighting or random people walking
around the school trying to start trouble. Also, since starting at Eagle Academy my grades
have greatly improved and I have a better understanding of the schoolwork I am doing.
Also, 1 stared as an early junior and am now looking to graduate by May, after only two
semesters. The teachers have helped to prepare me for the TAKS by paying attention to
my weaknesses in my work and giving me the help I need to pass the TAKS without
having to worry about failing. ] am glad that I found Eagle Academy because if I wasn’t
here I would probably be struggling with my classes and not getting the grades I need to

apply to colleges.

Respectfully,

Saﬁnmotﬁw MW{S

Samantha Martinez
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Dear Senator Shapiro,

Eagle Academies of Texas has helped out so many students. Look at me, for
instance; when I first came to this school I was in the ninth grade for the second time and
no longer cared for school or wanted to continue going to school. [ enrolled here in 2003-
2004, granted I'm still here, but I’ve come a long way. [ am now a senior and 1 only need
three-and-a-half credits in order to graduate. If it was not for an Eagle Academies of
Texas school T believe that [ would be out in a gang, or working fast food, and I have
now found that there is a whole lot more to life. Education is the strongest tool that you
could possibly have and you will never stop learning. I'm hoping that all Eagle
Academies of Texas schools stay open to help more kids learn and stay away from drugs,
sex, and, violence. Without this school I would definitely have been in trouble and
possibly already been dead.

For the TAKS tests the school has helped out tremendously. Without the one-on-
one time for math I don’t think that I would fecl as confident or prepared for the TAKS
tests this year. I’m a hands on learner and without someone working with me through
everything, I have a hard time learning. Fortunately for me, this school has given me the
opportunity to direct my attention to my schoolwork and get the undivided attention that |
need. 1 feel really confident that I am going to pass all of the TAKS tests this time.

Sincerely,

<

Ashley Cowart
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Dear Senator Shapiro,

Eagle Academy of Abilene means a lot to me. I have been here for about two
years and | have progressed so much. The faculty here is terrific and makes it a great
place to come to school. I never have to worry about what negative things will happen
today or the ncxt. I always know that no matter what I am in a safe, educational place.
Not only do I know that the teachers are here for our education but I also know that they
are here for us students when we are having problems outside of school. The teachers
here always help us accomplish our goals and help us have a positive attitude in
everything that we do. As you can see, there are many reasons why Eagle Academy
mcans a lot to me.

If Eagle Academy did not exist I honestly think I would not be where ] am today.
[ most likely would be the type of student who would be skipping class and just not doing
my work. More than likely [ would have already given up. I think that I would not be
interested in school at all and would not even be looking forward to going to college.

Eaglc Academy has helped me so much to prepare for the TAKS test. I have been
in scveral different pullouts preparing me for my math and science TAKS. I am so
thapkful for the teachers who are taking the time out to help us prepare for these tests. |
knaw so much more than I did the first time that I took these tests. [ now can say that I
have a more positive attitude about these tests then 1 did before. I can also say that I am
so much more confident that [ will be graduating with my class of 2007.

Sincerely. -

Bk

Veronika Ramirez
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Dcar Senator Shapiro,

[ am writing this letter as a thank you to Eagle Academy of Abilene. I work better
in this type of atmosphere and I enjoy doing my subjects in the PAXs. This was my last
chance to graduate. I was 19 and in tenth grade when | came here. They helped me
complete and pass my exit level TAKS tests the first time. I thought that I would have to
get my GED, but I came to this school and they gave me chance. [ am graduating this
year because an Eagle Academy was near me.

Respectfullly,
M %«

Charity Ray
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Dear Senator Shapiro,

Eagle Academy of Abilenc means a lot to me. I don’t know what I would do
without this school. I believe that this school is a very secure and positive environment
for me and ] think that it is very important that students have a schoo) like this to go to.
To me, it was the best alternative school I could have chosen and I feel like I’'m leamning
many new and intercsting things here. It has made me feel more prepared for my
graduation and for college. Eagle Academy of Abilene will make it possible for me to
graduate this year because of the hours that the school has to offer and it is also close to
my home. Thank you so much for allowing Eagle Academies of Texas to exist.

Sincerely,

faadloe rﬁ\fwrrwx

essica Harmer
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Dear Senator Shapiro,

I am a junior at Eagle Academy in Abilene, Texas. Many people do not know
much about the type of school that I attend, so here are a few of the many things that I
benefit from Eagle Academy. Although we may not have sports and social groups, we
have a huge family. I find that among many of the people here that feel the same way, [
have an easier time completing my work and understanding the material that is presented
to me. | have been to many “normal” high schools and from day to day ] was faced with
cliques, drama, distractions, and many more difficulties of any high school student. I
never thought that when I started at this school that I would be so rewarded for every
accomplishment I achieve. I love the fact that there is no one holding me back or
distracting me while I work and everything I do is at my own pace. If I were not at this
school right now, I would not be graduating a whole year early and giving myself the
opportunity to open up new possibilities to my future even sooner than I had originally
planned. The staff is so caring and helpful here and I will never look at a regular teacher
the same way, Eagle Academy has made me realize that you should not dread having to
come to school every day because just coming for one day can give you the chance to get
something done, unlike other schools. It even prepares me for graduation in the sense that
I will have experience in fending for myself and pushing myself to achieve the things I
know can happen and making impossible realities become possible.

Sincgrely,

w1

Kayla Upton
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Deag, Senator Shapiro,

[ am a senior at Eagle Academy and this school has become important to me. Eagle
Academy of Abilene has helped me and has given me the option of graduating a little
early. The teachers are more helpful to me with my schoolwork because it is one-on-one
help from them. I would mostly likely not be in school right now, if there was no Eagle in.
Abilene. When I heard about Eagle Academy I knew that it was right for me because of
the ways they teach us. Eagle Academy has helped me prepare for TAKS tremendously
with the extra help that they give you. The teachers actually care about you passing and
do what they have to do in order to get you ready for the TAKS. Thank you for allowing
Eagle Academies of Texas to be here.

Rcspcctfully yours,

Amber Johnson

oy
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Dear Senator Shapiro,

I am a senior at Eagle Academy; [ have been at this school since the middle of last
year. My teachers have found a balance between encouraging and helping me accomplish
80 much during my time here. Eagle Academy bas provided much assistance and support
with the work that I struggle doing; I don’t know where I would be without such a
wonderful program. This school has helped me prepare so much for the TAKS test, more
then any other school could have. All my teachers have helped me prepare not only
during school hours, but also after school. My teachers offer a variety of teaching
methods to help prepare for the TAKS test, which allows me more comfort in knowing
that I could pass. My dream of graduating and walking across the stage in my cap and
gown is closer now that I've been attending Eagle Academy of Texas.

Sipcerely,
Allison %ray ‘ 8
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February 19, 2007

Dear Senator Florence Shapiro,

Hello my name is Sara Cuske and 1 attend Eagle Aacademy of Fort Worth. I have
been here for almost a year and am almost through. I am on my last pack. Eagle helped
me get the last few credits I needed to graduate and made it a little easier than regular .
school. I greatly appreciate all that the tcachers and staff have done for me, to help me |
gradvate and make something of myself. Well all is well now and I hope you have a gréat
day! :

Sincerely,
Sara Cuske




Dear Senator Florence Shapiro

Eagle Academy has made it possible for me to graduate this year. It has given me
a chance to broaden my future. And I would never have becn able to graduate on time if
this schoo] had not been here. ] appreciate everything this school has to offer me.

Sincercly Katie
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N

P 1734

Eagle Academy of Brownsville

955 Paredes Line, Brownsville, Texas 78521 Office: (956) 550-0084 Fax: (958) 554-0890

To: Senator Florence Shapiro From: Norma Sorola
Fax: (512) 476-5 Pages: /29
Phone: Date: 02-19-07
Re: Student’s Letters CC:

Urgent  For Review Please Comment Please Reply Please Recycle
Senator Shapiro,

| would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all of your efforts in assuring
that students in the State of Texas receive a quality education. As principal of the
Eagle Academy In Brownaville, | have experienced first hand how much the
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